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We began consulting on the South Foothills Transmission 
Project (SFTP) in 2009. Over a three year period we 
gathered valuable stakeholder feedback that was included 
in the application we filed with the Alberta Utilities 
Commission (AUC) for the project in September 2012. 

In May 2013, a public hearing was held before the AUC regarding the 
application. During the hearing,  an alternative route west of Claresholm was 
suggested by an intervener group known as the Committee for East Route 
Conservation (CERC). The AUC approved AltaLink’s application for the project 
on October 7, 2013. While the AUC has approved AltaLink’s preferred route 
on the east side of Claresholm, the AUC directed AltaLink to gather additional 
information on the CERC suggested route, including stakeholder feedback. The 
AUC has directed AltaLink to investigate the route and submit a report on the 
suggested route to the AUC by December 31, 2013. 

As a result of this direction from the AUC, AltaLink has identified a 
preliminary route based on the suggestions of the CERC group, identified as 
the “CERC route”.  We want to gather your feedback about the CERC route to 
include in the report to the AUC. Based on the report, the AUC has indicated 
that it will determine if AltaLink will be required to file an amendment with 
the AUC to incorporate the CERC route into SFTP.  

We want to provide you with:

• details on the CERC route 
• information about how you can provide your input 
• anticipated schedule  
• maps of the CERC route

CONTACT US
1-877-767-4484

ftps@altalink.ca

www.altalink.ca/satr

Electric system improvements near you
South Foothills Transmission Project – AUC directed investigation of the 
potential route west of Claresholm (the CERC route)

WE WANT yOUR iNPUT!
You’re invited to attend our upcoming open house on 
November 13 about the potential west route option.

Please go to page 5 of this newsletter for details.
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DEFiNiTiON 

Alberta Utilities 
Commission
The Alberta Utilities Commission 
(AUC) ensures the fair and 
responsible delivery of Alberta’s 
utility services. AltaLink submits 
applications for new transmission 
projects to the AUC and the AUC 
reviews them in a public process.
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Project Details 

The approved South Foothills Transmission Project includes:

•  building approximately 123 kilometres (76 miles) of new double circuit 
240 kV (240,000 volts) transmission line from south of Fort Macleod to 
east of High River (to be called 1037/1038L)

•  building a new substation, called Windy Flats, southwest of Fort Macleod

•  a new series capacitor station (similar in appearance to a substation)  
to be located adjacent to the existing Stavely South 349S Substation

DEFiNiTiON 

Circuit
A circuit is a group of wires that 
electricity flows through. The 
wires are strung along power 
line structures. Transmission line 
structures can be described as single 
or double circuit. In a single circuit 
transmission line, three single or 
bundled wires are strung along the 
transmission structures. A double 
circuit transmission line has six 
single or bundled wires strung along 
the structures.

DEFiNiTiON 

Substation
Substations are the connection 
points between power lines of 
varying voltages and contain 
equipment that controls and 
protects the flow of power. 
Substations include transformers 
that step down and step up the 
voltage so power can be transmitted 
through transmission lines or 
distributed to your community 
through distribution lines. 
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DEFiNiTiON 

Transmission 
Transmission lines make up 
Alberta’s electric highway, 
linking the places where power 
is generated to where power is 
used. Transmission lines transport 
large amounts of power over long 
distances across the province. 
The transmission system connects 
diverse sources of power generation 
including wind, high-efficiency coal, 
natural gas and more.

This map shows the location of the approved transmission line route and the CERC route, 
which are both described on the right. Please refer to the maps included in this package 
for a detailed view of these routes.
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AUC decision

In the AUC’s decision about AltaLink’s application, they approved the 
preferred transmission line route with the following condition:

811. Lastly with respect to Application No. 1608861, the south Foothills 
transmission project, the preferred site is approved for the proposed Windy 
Flats 138S substation and the preferred route is approved for the proposed 
1037/1038L line. However, the approval is subject to the following:

•  AltaLink will examine the CERC route in accordance with the 
requirements of AUC Rule 007 and is directed to file a report with the 
Commission describing the progress of this investigation by December 
31, 2013. If this route can be achieved with a reduction in overall impact, 
the Commission will determine whether AltaLink will be required to file 
an amendment to the permit and licence.

You can also read the AUC’s decision (on page 173) at  
http://www.auc.ab.ca/applications/decisions/Decisions/2013/2013-369.pdf

Route comparison

When AltaLink originally assessed the CERC route against the route that has 
now been approved, we noted the following: 

Approved route in the Claresholm area 

• is approximately 20 kilometres (12 miles) long

• parallels the proposed future Highway 2 bypass east of Claresholm

•  has fewer residences within 150 metres and 800 metres than the  
CERC route

•   aligns with the Town of Claresholm’s future development plans locating 
the transmission line in future commercial and industrial areas

The CERC route west of Claresholm 

• is approximately 14 kilometres (nine miles) long

•  parallels the existing 911L for its entire length (the 911L will be salvaged 
and removed upon the completion of SFTP)

•  has higher numbers of residences within 150 metres and 800 metres 
than the approved route east of Claresholm

•  is estimated to have a lower cost than the AUC approved route

DEFiNiTiON 

AUC Rule 007
AUC Rule 007 is a set of guidelines 
to follow when applying for 
the construction or alteration 
and operation of power plants, 
substations, transmission lines and 
industrial system designations. 
AltaLink follows the guidelines of 
Rule 007 when planning, consulting 
and applying to the AUC for 
transmission projects.

DEFiNiTiON 

Permit and Licence
When the AUC approves a 
transmission project, it grants 
AltaLink Permits and Licence to 
build and operate the project.

OUR TRANSmiSSiON 
liNES TRANSPORT 
ThE POWER yOU USE 
EvERy DAy
AltaLink’s transmission system 
efficiently delivers electricity to 
85% of Albertans. Dedicated to 
meeting the growing need for 
electricity, AltaLink connects 
Albertans to renewable, reliable 
and low-cost power. With a 
commitment to community and 
environment, AltaLink is ensuring 
the transmission system will 
support Albertans’ quality of life 
for years to come. Learn more at 
www.altalink.ca.
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DEFiNiTiON 

Right-of-way
The right-of-way is a strip of land 
required for the construction and 
safe operation of a transmission 
line. A right-of-way refers to the 
physical space a transmission line 
encompasses including areas on 
either side of the line. The majority 
of the right-of-way can still be used 
by the landowner. Buildings cannot 
be placed on the right-of-way, but 
can be built up to the edge of the 
right-of-way.

Route selection

In addition to stakeholder feedback, the AUC will consider these 
additional factors:

• agricultural

• residential

• environmental

• electrical

• cost

• visual

• special considerations

Please let us know what other factors are important to you, including others 
that are not on this list, so we can include them in the report to the AUC.

Transmission structures

The transmission structures for the new transmission line will be steel 
lattice structures and will typically have a:

• height of 44 to 60 metres (144 to 197 feet)

• width of 22 to 24 metres (72 to 92 feet) at the widest arm 

•  base of 10 x 10 metres, up to 14 x 14 metres (32 x 32 feet, up to  
46 x 46 feet)

• right-of-way width of 60 metres (197 feet)

• distance between structures averaging 365 metres (1,198 feet)

Compensation

We believe people with transmission facilities on their property deserve  
to be fairly compensated. We provide compensation in the form of a one-
time right-of-way agreement payment and annual structure payments to 
landowners with facilities on their property. We review our compensation 
every five years to ensure that we continue to offer a fair compensation 
package consistent with the changing market. We welcome your questions 
about compensation. Please feel free to contact us.

The steel lattice structures for the new 
transmission line will look similar to the 
structure pictured here
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how to provide your input

Stakeholder input is critical to identifying the solution for this project. 

ATTenD OUR OPen hOUSe

Please join us at our open house below. We will be available to share 
information, gather your input and respond to any questions or concerns 
you might have.

PARTICIPATe In A One-On-One COnSULTATIOn

We will contact all occupants, residents and landowners who are on or 
directly adjacent to the CERC route, as well as first row residences in the 
Town of Claresholm to gather input through one-on-one consultations.  

During the one-on-one process we will document the information you 
provide and respond to any questions or concerns you may have. 

AltaLink is committed to sharing information about its projects and 
working with the public to gather and respond to stakeholder input and 
concerns. A summary of stakeholder comments will be incorporated into 
the report we file with the AUC.

COnTACT US DIReCTLy

You can contact us by telephone, email, mail or through our website.  
Our contact information is on the front and back pages of this newsletter.

Why is this project needed?

The Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) determined this project 
was needed as part of the Southern Alberta Transmission Reinforcement 
(SATR) and filed an application with the AUC. The AUC reviewed the 
application and approved the need. The SATR includes new transmission 
lines and upgrades to the electric system in southern Alberta to connect 
new wind-generated power to Alberta’s electric system and strengthen 
the transmission system in the area. 

For more information about why this project is needed, please contact the 
AESO. Their contact info is on the back page of this newsletter.

PRivACy 
COmmiTmENT 
AltaLink is committed to 
protecting your privacy. your 
personal information that is 
collected will be protected under 
AltaLink’s Privacy Policy and the 
Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act. As 
part of the regulatory process 
for new transmission projects, 
AltaLink may provide your 
personal information to Alberta 
Utilities Commission (AUC). For 
more information about how 
AltaLink protects your personal 
information, visit our website 
at www.altalink.ca/privacy or 
contact us directly via e-mail at 
privacy@altalink.ca or phone at 
1-877-267-6760.

Date Time Location Address

Wednesday, 
November 13,2013

4 - 8 P.M.
Claresholm 
Community Centre

59 Avenue and 
8 Street West

DEFiNiTiON

Alberta electric
System Operator
The Alberta electric System 
Operator (AeSO) is an independent, 
not-forprofit organization 
responsible for the safe, reliable 
and economic planning and 
operation of the provincial 
transmission grid. For more 
information about why this project 
is needed, visit www.aeso.ca. If 
you have any questions or concerns 
about the need for this project you 
may contact the AeSO directly.
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Notify and consult with stakeholders October/November 2013

File report with Alberta Utilities 
Commission (AUC)

December 2013

AUC decision about route January/February 2014

Start construction (if the current 
approved route is maintained)

February 2014

Complete construction Summer 2015

DiD yOU kNOW?
Since the energization of AltaLink’s 
southwest 240 kV transmission 
line, Albertans now have access to 
twice as much clean, green wind 
power. Transmission lines make 
up Alberta’s electric highway, 
linking the places where power is 
generated to where power is used. 
AltaLink’s transmission system 
connects Alberta’s wind power 
to the electric grid, allowing you 
to power your homes, farms and 
businesses with renewable energy.

Anticipated project schedule (based on current approved route)

Although we attempt to follow the anticipated project schedule it is subject to change. We 
will continue to provide you with updated schedule information as the project progresses.
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DiD yOU kNOW?
The average four-person family 
in Alberta today has 20 ‘instant-
on’ electronics such as laptops, 
DVD players, music device players 
and cell phone chargers. This is in 
addition to the other appliances 
necessary to run a home – fridges, 
stoves, microwaves, washers and 
dryers – all of which require a 
reliable supply of electricity.

Electric and magnetic Fields (EmF)

AltaLink recognizes that people have concerns about exposure to Electric 
and Magnetic Fields (EMF) and we take those concerns very seriously.

Everyone in our society is exposed to EMF from many sources, including:

• power lines and other electrical facilities 
• electrical appliances in your home 
• building wiring

National and international organizations such as the Health Canada and 
the World Health Organization have been conducting and reviewing 
research about EMF for more than 40 years. Based on this research, these 
organizations have not recommended the general public take steps to 
limit their everyday exposure to EMF from high voltage transmission lines.

If you have any questions about EMF please contact us.

Website: www.altalink.ca/emf

email: emfdialogue@altalink.ca

Toll-free phone number: 1 -866-451-7817
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2611 - 3rd Avenue SE  
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7

Printed on paper using post-consumer content

www.twitter.com/altalink

www.facebook.com/
altalinktransmission

Let’s talk transmission

iNClUDED iN ThiS 
iNFORmATiON 
PACkAgE:
• Project maps

•  AUC brochure: Public 
Involvement in Needs  
or Facilities Applications

To learn more about the proposed project, please contact:

AltaLink at 1-877-767-4484 (toll free)

Email: ftps@altalink.ca

To learn more about Alberta’s electric system and the need for the project, 
please contact:

Alberta electric System Operator (AeSO) at 1-888-866-2959

Email: stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca

To learn more about the application and review process, please contact:

Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) at 780-427-4903 

(You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number.)

Email: consumer-relations@auc.ab.ca


